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sible, its synonymy adjusted in accordance with the Paris Code of 1867, 
as interpreted by the botanists at Rochester in 1892 (" Rochester 
Rules "). Thus the point of beginning for generic and specific names 
is 1753, the date of the first edition of the Species Plantarum of Lin- 
nseus, and in all cases " priority of publication " has been regarded as 
of prime importance in the determination of the name to be employed. 
Thus we have here given that name for each plant which these 
botanical laws indicate, and in the list of synonyms we find the names 
which these same laws compel us to reject. The treatment may be 
better understood by a couple of examples, as follows: 

1953. Cleome serrulata Pursh, Fl. Am. Sept. 441 (1814). 
Oleoma integrifolia T. & G., Fl. N. A. I : 122 (1838). 
4303. Taraxacum taraxacum (L.). Karst. Deutsch. Fl. 1138 

(1880-83). 
Leontodon taraxacum L., Sp. PI. 798 (1753). 
Taraxacum officinale Weber., Prim. Fl. Hoist. 56 (1780). 
Taraxacum dens-leonis Desf., Fl. Atlant. 2 : 228 (1800). 

What more could be asked ? The whole history of the species is 
here given so plainly that any one may verify each step for himself. 
That the work will be found to contain errors and omissions goes with- 
out saying. The committee did not expect to present a faultless work, 
but they did set before themselves the task of making an honest, plain 
list in which they record their findings, and for this the botanists of all 
sects and schools, in all parts of the world owe them a deep debt of 
gratitude. 

Chaeles E. Bessey. 

Bulletin of the U. S. Fish Commission Vol. XII. 3 — This 
quarto volume contains eleven important papers on fishes of the 
United States, prepared by specialists, together with a report on the 
Oyster Industry of Maryland, by C. H. Stevenson. Much of the in- 
formation imparted in these papers is new, and valuable either from 
an economic, or a purely scientific standpoint. All are splendidly 
illustrated with page plates, making in all 118 plates accompanying 
the text. The following table of contents shows the range of subjects 
treated. 

Bean, T. H. Bibliography of the Salmon of Alaska and adjacent 
Regions. — Life History of the Salmon. — Eigenmann, C. H. On the 

3 Bulletin of the United States Fish Commission. Vol. XII for 1892. Wash- 
ington, 1894. 



352 The American Naturalist. [April, 

Viviparous Fishes of the Pacific Coast of North America. — Eyermaim,. 
B. W. Description of New Sucker (Pantosteus jordanii) from the 
Upper Missouri Basin. — Evermann, B. W. and W. C. Kendall ; "The 
Fishes of Texas and the Rio Grande Basin, considered with reference 
to their Geographic Distribution. — McDonald, M. Report on the 
Salmon Fisheries of Alaska. — Moore, H. F. List of Fishes collected 
at Sea Isle City during the Summer for 1892.- — Rathbun, R. Sum- 
mary of Fishery Investigations conducted in the North Pacific Ocean 
and Behring Sea from July 1, 1888 to July 1, 1892, by the U. S. Fish 
Commission Steamer Albatross. — Smith, H. M. The Fyke Nets and 
Fyke-Net Fisheries of the United States, with Notes on the Fyke Nets 
of Other Countries. — Economic and Natural-History Notes on Fishes 
of the Northern Coast of New Jersey. — Stevenson, C. H. The Oyster 
Industry of Maryland. — Ulrey, A. B. and C. H. Eigenmann ; A 
Review of the Embiotocidie. 

Paleontology of Missouri, Part I.* — This memoir is a concise 
account of the fossil invertebrate fauna of Missouri prepared by the 
State Geologist, C. R. Keyes with reference to the distinct economic 
importance that organic remains have in determining the age of rocks 
and hence aiding to develop the mineral wealth of the state. Follow- 
ing the introductory chapter is a brief sketch of the stratigraphy of the 
state and an explanation of the biological relations of fossils. The re- 
maining pages are devoted to descriptions of the invertebrate fossils of 
the state which have passed under the personal observation of the 
author. 

For illustration the leading Missouri species of each genus has been 
figured, and also some forms heretofore described but not figured, mak- 
ing in all 20 plates. In addition many typical exposures of rocks are 
well represented. 

/Missouri Geological Survey Vol. IV. Paleontology of Missouri, Part I. By 
Charles E. Keyes. 



